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Setting the Bar for Early Literacy Intervention   

in Canada Since 1993 

Reading Recovery results are remarkable. Data reported over the 
past 19 years on every child accessing lessons in Canada (200,000 
students) show that 70% are reading at grade level after a full 
series of lessons. Local and international data show that this 
improvement is maintained through primary school. (see pg 2) 
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For educators who 
want to provide the 
highest quality literacy 
instruction 

Conference 
2013  

INSPIRING EXCELLENCE IN LITERACY INSTRUCTION 
CIRR NATIONAL READING RECOVERY & EARLY LITERACY LEARNING 

CONFERENCE FEBRUARY 28 & MARCH 1, 2013 
Sheraton Parkway Toronto North  
www.readingrecoverycanada.ca 

CIRR National Conference will 
Focus on Early Years and 
Instructional Excellence 

 

Richard Elmore 
Harvard Graduate 

School of Education 

Jim Grieve  
Early Years 

Ontario 

Ann Ballantyne  
NewYork University 

Steinhardt School  

The CIRR National Conference offers an outstanding professional 
development experience for teachers, principals and senior administrators – 

with an emphasis on expanding common understandings and effective 
practices to maximize student learning and prevent failure. 

Research Reading Recovery 
‘closes the gap’ 
Results from UK Report  
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University of London Study Examines 
Long Term Effects of Reading Recovery  

21 September 2012 
 
“The effects of Reading Recovery last straight through to 
the end of primary school, a national monitoring report 
has revealed. Reading Recovery is designed to lift the 
children who struggle most in Year 1 from very low 
literacy to age-expected levels. 
These children are selected…because they would not 
otherwise be expected to reach level 3 (the level needed 
to read a newspaper) by age 11. 
However, the 2011-12 report shows that eleven-year-old 
children who had received Reading Recovery at age six 
have overturned that expectation and have matched 
their classmates' progress for the following six years.” 
 

"Schools have made huge improvements in 
literacy for most children. But the statistic of 7%, 
or 30,000 children every year, failing to reach 
national curriculum level 3 at age 11 has been 
stubbornly resistant to change. We now have 
proof that, with the resources and the will to 
make it happen, Reading Recovery can lift that 
blight from their young shoulders."  
For more information contact Clare Fisher 
European Centre for Reading Recovery Institute of 
Education  
University of London 
 c.fisher@ioe.ac.uk  
 http://readingrecovery.ioe.ac.uk/ 

Reading Recovery CAN - and 
DOES  “close the gap” 

“Among economically disadvantaged children, 81% 
reached age-related expectations for literacy, compared 
with 83% of their more advantaged peers. This indicates 
that, following Reading Recovery, children in poverty 
had gone from being two and a half times more likely to 
be among the lowest attaining, to being within two 
percentage points of their peers. The attainment gap 
between children in poverty and their more advantaged 
peers had virtually closed…and no longer existed in 
writing.” 

 
“As a result of early intervention, nearly 1,600 
children were removed from the Special 
Educational Needs register and an additional 130 
children could be identified early for formal 
assessment (known as being "allocated resource 
hours" in Ireland).” 
Editor's notes • Please find the 'Reading 
Recovery™ annual report for UK and Ireland 
2012' at 
http://readingrecovery.ioe.ac.uk/reports/37.html  

Current large study demonstrates 
Reading Recovery gains are 

maintained for next six years! 
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People come into our lives for a reason. Trish Holland 
had been part of the lives of many young children in 
Bruce Grey Catholic District S.B. over the past 
number of years.  
As a Special Education Teacher, Literacy Coach and 
Reading Recovery teacher, Trish worked with 
countless young children and impacted their lives 
greatly. Her dedication to the students that she worked 
with daily was admirable. Passionate about assisting students who 
struggled, Reading Recovery was a wonderful fit with her philosophy in 
education. We were deeply saddened about her sudden death and her 
passing affected many. A former student, now in grade six, talked with 
his parents about the impact Ms. Holland had on his life "She taught me 
how to read. She made reading and writing so much fun and I wasn't afraid to 
make a mistake with her. Do you think I ever thanked her?"  Her legacy will 
live on in the lives of the children she worked with in Reading Recovery. 

Reading Recovery in  
Prince Edward Island 
Our Little Cradle in the Waves 
s  
Abegweit, the aboriginal name for Prince Edward Island, is 
freely translated as "cradled by the waves." 
Prince Edward Island has had a strong implementation of 
Reading Recovery since 1998, and great growth with 
Intervention préventive en lecture-écriture since it was first 
implemented in 2006.  
This double success is due is to two factors. The first lies in 
the collaboration with and of our fellow stewards. Across the 
island, RR teachers, IPLÉ teachers, classroom teachers, 
principals, parents, liaison administrators and teacher leaders 
together help guide struggling readers &writers through 
rough waters. Because of this collaboration, nearly 5,000 
students are now sailing in calmer seas.  
The second factor is the directional light* that Marie Clay 
provided and that the CIRR continues to shine. For doing so, 
we take this opportunity to thank them by paraphrasing a 
comment made by the parent of an IPLÉ student:  
“I cannot begin to express just how grateful I am. You 
have forever changed my child’s learning journey. 
Thank you!” 
*Directional light is a nautical term meaning a light intended to 
mark a direction to be followed. 
By: Lorna Ansems, Pam Sweetapple, and Jeannine Tremblay,  
PEI Reading Recovery Teacher Leaders 

  Remembering Trish Holland   

There’s some moving and shaking going on out west! 
Change is afoot in Vancouver. Long-time Reading 
Recovery advocate, Liaison Administrator and current 
CIRR Board member, Val Overgaard, retired in June.  
Though we were sad to see her go, we are incredibly 
energized by the legacy she leaves behind: a Five-Year 
Plan for district-wide implementation of Reading 
Recovery by 2017!  
The plan, which has been approved by Senior 
Management, the Trustees, and the union, will 
integrate Reading Recovery as part the district’s Early 
Intervention model which includes offering one-to-one 
instruction (Reading Recovery/IPLÉ), small group 
instruction, and best classroom practice in all schools.  
We began moving forward with this plan in September 
under the guidance and support of Liaison 
Administrator Maureen Ciarniello. Her energy and 
administrative style are an inspiration to us. 
To support the expansion of Reading Recovery, 
Vancouver hired a third Teacher Leader.  Christine 
Fraser (formerly with Edmonton Public School 
District) instantly endeared herself to Teacher Leaders 
Barb Mc Bride and Sallie Boschung.  
In four of Vancouver’s French Immersion schools, the 
French language implementation of Reading Recovery 
(Intervention préventive en lecture-écriture) continues 
apace. Here is one mother’s comment: 

I would just like to say thanks to Madame 
Linda for providing Jackson the opportunity to 
be part of the French Reading Recovery 
program.  It has benefitted him in so many 
ways. Jackson now loves school and is eager to 
learn.  This program has improved his 
confidence and maturity at school and at 
home.  We have also noticed a big improvement 
in his writing skills.  I hope IPLÉ will be 
offered to all children who just need that extra 
one-on-one commitment. 
 
In the Reading Recovery world right now, 
Vancouver is an exciting place to be! 
 

Reading Recovery Teacher Leaders Sallie 
Boschung, Christine Fraser & Barb Mc Bride 

‘V’ is for 
VANCOUVER 

Christine Fraser, Maureen Ciarniello, Sallie Boschung 
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Grade 5 Student Recalls Reading 
Recovery Lessons…and Baby Bear 
June  27,2012 

Attendees at Toronto District School Board’s Celebration of Learning  were treated to a 
speech by former Reading Recovery student Leen, pictured at right. Now in grade 5 at 
Forest Manor School, Leen shared her thoughts about learning to read with Mrs Gluck. 

My name is Leen and I will be in grade 5 in September.  I am looking 
forward to going to the library during the summer. In grade one I was in 

Reading Recovery and Mrs Gluck taught me how to read and write. 
The best books I read were about Baby Bear. I liked these books because they reminded me of playing with 

my little sister who is a bit like Baby Bear. The books also reminded me of  my teddy bear, Ronnie. 
I liked reading a new book every day and I liked having books to take home every night to read to my parents. 

Now I enjoy reading graphic novels, magazines about pop stars and novels that are funny. I have probably 
read at least 5 ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid’ books.  The diary tells about a boy whose older brother bugs him. I 

usually read before I go to sleep. I sometimes like to dream about what I read.  
Writing was a bit hard for me, but Mrs Gluck helped me, and every day she wrote my sentence and cut it up 

into a puzzle. It was really fun! Now I like to write about funny things and when I write I don’t forget periods. 
I would like to create my own book, maybe this summer! 

 

Help Us Help More Children 

Make a Tax Deductible Donation to the 

CANADIAN INSTITUTE OF READING RECOVERY  
 www.canadahelps.org 

or send a cheque to: Canadian Institute of Reading Recovery  
           660 Eglinton Ave E, 119-402,  

Toronto, ON M4G 2K2  

cirr@rrcanada.org               www.readingrecoverycanada.ca 

Every child wants to learn to read and write in Grade One. Yet, for the lowest 
achieving students, experience and research show that they are unlikely to become 
average readers without intensive teaching. 
The Canadian Institute of Reading Recovery is a nonprofit charitable organization 
that works collaboratively with education communities across Canada providing 
specialized training for Reading Recovery teachers. 
Your gift will support the provision of Reading Recovery to more children across Canada. 
Help us teach more children to read. 

Leen with Brenda Gluck, her 
Reading Recovery teacher 


