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Reading defined by Clay 
 

• I define the reading of continuous texts as 
“ a message getting, problem –solving 
activity which increases in power and 
flexibility the more it is practised”.  

      (Literacy Lessons Part 2, pp.103/104) 



One theory of literacy acquisition 

Item Knowledge 

Reading 



Reading 

A Literacy Processing Theory 

Item Knowledge 



Go Where the Child Is 
 Systemic observation allows teachers to go 

where the child is and begin teaching from 
there.  

Observation Survey,  p. 147 



Observation Survey Tasks 
 The Letter Identification task is designed to find out which 

alphabetic symbols the children are noticing. 
 
 With the Concepts about Print task we can observe what children 

have learned about the way we print language. 
 
 The Word Reading shows the extent to which a child is accumulating 

a reading vocabulary. 
 
 The Writing Vocabulary shows the extent to which a child is 

building a writing vocabulary. 
 
 The Hearing and Recording Sounds in Words task demonstrates 

the child’s ability to analyze the word he hears or says and to find a 
way of recording in letters the sounds that he can hear. 

 
 A Running Record provides evidence of how well students are 

learning to direct their knowledge of letters, sounds and words to 
understand the messages in the text. 

 



Running Records 
 A Running Record captures what young 

readers said and did while reading 
continuous texts…teachers can review what 
happened immediately, leading to a teaching 
decision on the spot, or at a later time as 
they plan for next lessons. 

 They can judge what the reader already 
knows, what the reader attended to, and 
what the reader overlooked.  

     Observation Survey, p. 52 

  



Records are Taken to Guide Teaching 
 They can assess how well each reader is pulling 

together what he or she already knows about 
letters, sounds and words in order to get to 
the messages. This kind of information allows 
teachers to prompt, support and challenge 
individual learners. 

     Observation Survey, p. 52 

 





Guiding Literacy Learning 
 An observant teacher must respond sensitively 

to the individual child’s next step into new 
territory. How can she do this? 

 
 She must be familiar with what the child knows 

 
 She must be close at hand as he reads & writes 

 
 She must know how to support his 
    next leap forward 
    Observation Survey, p. 141 



Teacher Time 
 A useful rule of thumb is to accept that skilful 

readers and writers can work well on their own 
if a teacher is available to do a little explaining 
and teaching at critical points…but as we go 
further down the scale of reading ability 
students will need more and more of the 
teacher’s time to pull together all that they 
need to know to read well…The poorer the 
reader the more individual teaching time that 
learner will require. 

    Observation Survey, p. 25 



Components of Effective 
Literacy Instruction 

Oral Language 
 

Read Aloud 
Shared Reading 
Guided Reading 

Independent Reading 
 

Modelled/Shared Writing 
Interactive Writing 

Guided Writing 
Independent Writing 



 
Early Concepts about Print 

 • Attending to print 
• Controlling directionality across one and 

two lines of print 
• One to one matching 
• Return sweep 
• Matching the spoken word  
   with the printed word 
 



Shared Reading 
The teacher introduces and reads an enlarged text 

or a small text of which each child has a copy. 
Students join in, reading together. 

 
 Teacher provides high level of support. 
 Group problem solving. 
 Conversation about meaning of the text. 
 Readers support each other. 

 



Guided Reading  
• Choosing books 
• Introductions (and level of support 

necessary) 
• Support During Reading 
 



The first reading of a new book  
is not a test 

   
 
The teacher must plan for the child to have in his 

head the ideas and the language he needs to 
complete the reading. In the first year or two of 
learning to read it helps if the child knows what 
the story is about before he reads it.      

      Clay, 2005 



Interactive Writing 
 Simply defined, interactive writing is a 

dynamic, collaborative literacy event in which 
children actively compose together, 
considering appropriate words, phrases, 
organization of text, and layout.  At points 
selected by the teacher for instructional value, 
individual children take over or “share the pen” 
with the teacher.                   

     Interactive Writing  (p.XV) 



Interactive Writing 



Observation Survey Tasks 
 Take a moment to look back over the tasks and 

think about how you could build on the 
strengths and address needs in shared reading, 
guided reading, and interactive writing? 

 Discuss these thoughts with your table 
partner. 



Thank you!! 

Thank you for your participation in my session today. 
 

debora.verlinde@yrdsb.ca 
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