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Session Goals:  

• Develop an understanding of parent/ family 
involvement vs. parent / family engagement 

• Further develop an understanding of the 
power of working alongside parents and 
families 

• Consider ways in which to engage and support 
families and parents of your Reading Recovery 
students and learn from each other’s 
experiences and expertise 

 

 



Session Agenda:  

• Background research and rationale: the 
importance of working alongside families 

• Family engagement vs. involvement 

• Sharing my journey from involvement to 
engagement  

• Sharing of research and findings from my 
action research projects 

• Reflecting and planning for next steps 

 



Background Information: 

• Parents have become increasingly involved in 
their children’s schools over the past several 
decades 

• Historically “home” and “school” remained as 
two separate entities; however a shared 
interest has emerged for both educators and 
families to learn about what is happening in 
both environments 

 



 
The Ontario Ministry of Education recognizes 
parent involvement as a means to student 
success: 

 “Study after study has shown us that student 
achievement improves when parents play an 
active role in their child’s education, and that 
good schools become even better schools 
when parents are involved.” 

 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/involvement/ 

 

 

 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/involvement/


Theoretical Framework:  
Urie Bronfenbrenner 



It’s all about relationships…. 

 

• Debbie Pushor considers the optimal 
relationship between home and school to be 
bi-directional; she considers it to be mutually 
beneficial and for information and 
communication to flow freely between home 
and school 



 
Definition of terms     
 

Parent involvement 

• parents participate at school by following the 
school’s agenda (i.e., volunteering in the 
classroom, on field trips, and work on fund raising 
initiatives) 

Parent engagement 

• parents have a voice and contribute to a shared 
agenda;  power and authority are shared 
collaboratively between educators and parents.  

-Debbie Pushor, University of Saskatchewan 



Root of verb: Engage    

En = make         gage = pledge 

 

• To make a pledge or a moral commitment  

• Contract by fitting together; the meshing of 
gears      



Debbie Pushor                        
“Looking In, Looking Out” 

“We begin to make change only when we challenge 
myths and deficit thinking about parents and families.  
As we move away from old ways of parent 
involvement to new ways of family engagement, we 
enable parents to take their place alongside educators 
in the schooling of their children, combining their 
knowledge of children and of teaching and learning 
with teachers’ knowledge.  As the structure of 
schooling is flattened, educators and parents can 
develop a new agenda –one that is mutually 
determined and mutually beneficial.” 

-Pushor (2011) Looking In, Looking Out (p. 1). 

 



       Parent Knowledge   

“Use the knowledge gained from parents and 
families to engage with parents, at home and 
at school, in ways that contribute to school 
improvement and student learning and 
benefit children, parents, families, and 
educators. “ 

 – Pushor, 2010. 



Study by Erin Miller  



Rationale for Research 

 

 

 

What was the “pebble in my shoe?” 



Reflections on Practice :  
Action Research Project 

• Qualitative action research project while 
teaching Reading Recovery at a school of 740 
students  with many new families to Canada 

• Inquiry question:  

How can a Reading Recovery teacher engage 
parents in their children’s literacy 
development? 

 



Methodology:   

• Collected data from families through a pre-
survey questionnaire with goal to learn 
parents’ knowledge, attitudes and beliefs 
about early literacy and how they support 

• After implementing the various parent 
engagement strategies, collected data through 
a post-survey to measure any shifts or 
changes  



Exploration of different ways to 
engage families: 

 

• Observation Visit of lesson and meeting 

• Participation in an on-line resource (blog 
format) 

• Family Communication Folder 

• Interactive parent workshop 



Earliest Literacy Memories: 

“I remember that my dad and mom used to read 
stories or tell stories to me before sleeping 
time every possible night. As a result, it 
became a habit for me to read stories and to 
listen to other peoples’ stories.” 

“I remember that at school I was timed (words 
per minute).” 

“I remember sitting in rows, reading books as a 
class (Mr. Muggs) and round robin reading.” 

 

 



Parents’ reflections about their own literacy 
learning  collected during pre-survey: 

“As a child, my own learning to read memories were 
involved in reading letters from loved ones. They 
were very positive and memorable events.” 

 

“Most of [the] stories which my mom used to read 
to me when I was a child were related to real life 
people and places. I used to love my mom’s 
stories because they were true and useful.” 

 



I have a good understanding of what my child’s 
literacy learning looks like at school: 



My child views him/herself as a reader 
and writer: 



Key Findings:      

• All families reported that they most appreciated 
the lesson observation and meeting and the 
interactive workshop 

• Overall, the families did not utilize the on-line 
resource (blog) 

• At the end of the study, all parents reported that 
their children viewed themselves as readers and 
writers 

• At the end of the study, all families reported that 
they had a strong understanding of what their 
child’s literacy learning looked like at school 
 



Key Findings (continued)      

• At the end of the study, all families reported 
that their children enjoyed reading to their 
parents at home 

 

• At the end of the study all families reported 
that they felt confident to support their child’s 
literacy learning at home 



“The workshop session was very helpful first of 
all on a personal level. It was comforting to 
see other parents with children  that have the 
same issues. It was bonding time on a 
different level. My child really liked the idea 
that we participated in the activity together. 
Secondly, all the new resources to use while on 
summer break gave my child something to 
look forward to.” 

 



 

“I think that my child’s reading level is strongly 
influenced by how engaged she becomes 
when reading and writing. The more confident 
she feels, the more engaged she becomes.” 

 

-Reading Recovery parent at the end of the 
lesson series 

 



Inquiry Questions:  

What is the impact of fostering the relationship 
between home and school on the Reading Recovery 
student's confidence and engagement in reading? 

 

How does the strengthened relationship between 
home and school impact  the parent’s perceptions, 
expectations and beliefs around their child’s literacy 
development? 

 



Research Design      

• Study is three weeks in duration 

• Goal is to determine the impact of improving 
parent engagement with a student’s family on 
his self-confidence and engagement/ 
motivation as well as how it impact the 
parent’s perceptions, expectations and beliefs 
around their child’s literacy development 



               Method   

• At beginning of lesson series, distribute 
parent questionnaire,  conduct parent 
meeting, and conduct interview with child 
to gather data 

• Access “parent knowledge” to learn about 
home literacy practices, attitudes, beliefs, 
children’s interests, etc 

• Use data and information in order to 
shape interactions and Roaming around 
the Known experiences as well as 
interactions with parent 



      Method (continued)   

• Take anecdotal notes during Roaming around 
the Known  

• At end of study (three weeks later), revisit 
parent questionnaire, conduct follow-up 
parent meeting and conduct follow-up 
interview with student 

• Review anecdotal , observational notes 
collected during lessons to observe any 
changes over time 



Discussion and Findings:     

 

• During initial lessons and interactions, student 
demonstrating lack of confidence, motivation 
and engagement in literacy activities 

• Mother demonstrating anxiety and concern 
about her child’s literacy development and his 
learning trajectory 



“What kind of reader/writer are you?”   
 
- Peter Johnson (2004), Choice Words, p. 27 

 

“I don’t like very well reading. Sometimes 
it’s way too hard, but sometimes it’s not. 
I like Minecraft and Star Wars books.  
Writing is fun when you get to share it 
with the class. One time I did that and I 
liked doing that.” 



 
Student’s comments during early  
Roaming around the Known: 
 • “I’m probably not going to like this 

book….” 

• “This book is so boring…..” 

• “I don’t like any of these books!” 

• “I want to read Minecraft books, but 
they are too hard.  I only want to look at 
the pictures. I could maybe read and 
write a bit of it.” 



Turning Point……A Shift!     

 

“At least this is better than the 
assembly!” 



Student’s comments three weeks 
later:  

• “I’m good at ‘borrow-a-book’ and the books 
you give me.” 

• “I’m a Minecraft writer and an adventure 
writer.” 

• “It’s [reading is] fun when you find out new 
things…..like science.” 

• “What’s better for me is when we do stuff I 
like….” 

• “It [the reading] sounded kind of good.” 



“I like Mud Bath the best; I really like it when the ceiling broke at 
the end…..because the Dad left the water running!” 



Three weeks later:  

Shift in student’s reading and writing behaviours: 

• Attending to text 

• Talking about the story and making connections to 
personal experiences 

• Some phrasing and fluency emerging 

• Emergence of self-monitoring including rereading 
and cross-checking on information leading to self-
corrections 

• Motivated to write stories on topics of interest 

 

 



Parent Questionnaire 

Question: Initial Response: Final response: 

I have an understanding of 
what my child’s literacy 
learning looks like at school 

I do not understand I understand 

I feel confident to help my 
child with reading at home 

No Yes 

What do you feel is most 
important in terms of your 
child’s reading 
development? 

Reading level Self-confidence 

My child sees himself as a 
reader/writer 

No Yes 

I have an important role in 
my child’s literacy 
development 

Agree Strongly agree 

I am an active partner with 
my child’s school  

Somewhat agree  Agree 



Mom’s comments three weeks later:  

• I learned not to interrupt when he is 
reading and makes a mistake, but to let 
him finish 

• I learned to make the story more 
interesting to him by talking about it with 
him 

• Before I was reading his Borrow a Book to 
him and then we read it together, but 
now I know he can read it by himself and I 
can help him if he needs it 



Reaching Out to Families   

• Families who we consider difficult to reach 
may very well consider us as  difficult to reach 

 

• Consider some of the barriers and challenges 
we encounter and consider them as 
opportunities to learn more about our families 

   

• Invitation to interrupt the “If only” mindset 



Familiar reading      

“Massive practice with text reading also 
builds a network of links between letter 
sequences and sound sequences, 
between what is seen and what is heard.”  

 

-LLDI, 2nd edition, p.112 



Home and school practice (LLDI, p. 113)  

“We need to enlist home support so that someone 
encourage the child to read his take-home books 
and talks with him about what he has read. 
Sometimes it may be necessary to arrange for 
this to happen at school…….A child who is on the 
way to independence needs to read often from 
many different books selected to be easy for him 
to ‘go it alone.’ It is the quantity of successful 
reading that builds the assured independence of 
the competent reader.” 



Give one, get one 

 

• How can we support our families by 
providing opportunities for “massive 
practice with text reading” at school? 



What is working for you?      

 

• Reading to another staff member 

• Familiar books in browsing box in classroom 

• Reading with an intermediate “Reading 
Recovery” graduate 

• Volunteer program 

 



• Opportunities for lesson observation at 
“Curriculum Night” or “Meet the Family 
Night”, before or after school 

• Video taping lesson or recording reading and 
sharing with families 

• Documentation of students learning and 
sharing through on-line applications 

• Parent meetings / phone calls/ email 



Implications for Practice:    
• Approach working with parents as a 

partnership, not a top-down approach 

• Don’t just involve parents, but engage them 

• Embed parent engagement in Reading Recovery 
teacher training and on-going professional 
development 

• Incorporate time into Reading Recovery 
teachers’ timetable to meet and work with 
parents 

• Power of Roaming around the Known as a 
vehicle to foster confidence, motivation, and 
literacy engagement  

 



What might you try to do differently?  


