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Read Alouds can contribute to 
classroom climate and form the basis 
for all classroom literacy instruction.

Begin with the end in mind:  
What are we teaching for?

Reading 

•Solving 

•Analysis 

•Comprehension 

Writing 

•Composing 

•Transcribing 

•6 + 1 Traits



Using Read Alouds in a  
Balanced Literacy Framework

Read stories aloud 
three times

Read to enjoy and 
understand 

Read again and go 
deeper 

Read like a writer

1. Read to enjoy 
and understand

All children can 
think: 

•Level the playing 
field 

•Discuss the story  

•Clarify confusions 

•Explain concepts



2. Go deeper: teach 
for problem solving

Using a big book, teach for: 

•monitoring for visual 
information, meaning 
and language structure 

•searching for and using 
visual information, 
meaning and language 
structure 

•cross checking - how do 
you know?

2. Going deeper: teach for 
comprehension and analysis

Story Structure: 

•Walking story 

•Climbing story 

2.  Going deeper

Teach for 
characterization 



Princess Elizabeth is:        because:

The dragon is:         because:        

Prince Ronald is:       because:        



2. Going deeper: 
prediction

Make a list of all of the 
things the cat told 
Elmer’s father to take 
with him to rescue the 
baby dragon 

As you come to each 
item in the story - 
compare how each item 
was used in the story, to 
your predictions (and 
laugh) 

2. Going deeper: 
setting

The setting is the 
time (when) and 
place (where) a 
story takes place 

Some stories have 
more than one 
setting!

2.  Going deeper: 
compare stories

The Three Little 
Pigs 



2. Going deeper: 
making connections

Text to self 

Text to text 

Text to world

2. Going Deeper:  
Making connections

Additional ideas: 

•Author’s purpose 

•Literary devices 

•? 

•?



3. Read like 
a Writer

Books are examples 
of good writing

3. Read like a 
writer

How did you feel after 
reading this book? 

What did the author 
do to make you feel 
that way? 

Relate these 
conversations to the 6 
+ 1 Traits of good 
writing

3. 6 + 1 Traits of 
Writing

Many books are 
vivid examples of 
one or more of 
these traits



3. Visit the library
Have each student select a 
book and read the first 3 
words…… 

Use this list as options for 
beginning their writing.  

As you read aloud stories to 
your class, or when parents 
read aloud at home - as a 
class, make a collection of 
all the interesting ways that 
author’s begin their stories - 
find as many different ways 
and chart on bulletin boards 

3. ….at the library

Find books that 
have extraordinary 
word choice 

Find books that are 
organized like 
“Chalk” 

Find books that are 
like “No, David!”

Have you read a good book 
lately?


