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Concepts and questions to promote discussion after Mary Anne Doyle’s presentation: 

The ‘big concepts’ referenced below will be introduced during the formal presentation; however, the 

amount of development of each will be limited given the time.   These are offered as possible topics for 

conversation during the informal discussion session. In several instances below, I’m referring to the 

newest edition of Literacy Lessons Designed for Individuals. 

 

Working with children in all their diversity 

Reading Recovery and Literacy Lessons teachers adapt an “inclusive definition” when selecting 

participating learners. 

a. Our Reading Recovery professionals teach all children who present every kind of diversity.  

Share an experience you have had teaching a very diverse learner.  What teaching procedures 

did you find most powerful in your work with that child?  What successes have you observed in 

children who have not discontinued from Reading Recovery on grade level?  We need to 

document and celebrate each child’s learning accomplishments. 

  

b. What reassurances regarding Reading Recovery (or Literacy Lessons) instruction would you offer 

to parents of a child suspected of having dyslexia and yet able to receive individual instruction 

from you?    

 

 

Individual Differences 

Reading Recovery and Literacy Lessons teachers respond to individual differences. 

a. What are important and informative aspects of each Reading Recovery child as you plan daily 

lessons?   

b. What other assessment or observational tools will help you understand the child more deeply 

and plan more effectively?  

c. Revisit the importance of individual instruction and state a clear rational for individual 

instruction to share with an administrator.  

 

 



Constructive Learners 

Reading Recovery and Literacy Lessons teachers understand that children are active constructors of 

their own learning.  

a. What does that mean? 

b. Revisit Literacy Lessons to identify examples of instructional procedures supportive of the 

Reading Recovery/Literacy Lessons child constructing new learning.  

 

Learner Independence 

Reading Recovery and Literacy Lessons set the highest value on the child’s independent responding.  

Teachers know cannot teach independence; but, they remain sensitive to supporting learner 

independence across the series of lessons in reading and in writing. 

a. Discuss the section, Developing independence, page 41 in Literacy Lessons Designed for 

Individuals.  What are the key ideas?   

 

b. Refer to the following sections of the text to explore teaching for independence with a primary 

focus on reading texts today.  If there is time, the teachers may also look at creating 

independence in writing.  Discuss teaching implications for developing independence. 

 

i. Roaming Around the Known:  Are you supporting independence?  What do you know 

about staying with the child’s known and making sure he is in control? 

ii. First steps to developing an effective processing system, p. 133 (The child must learn to 

take the initiative, make some links and work at a difficulty.)  How are these actions 

related to independence?  How does the teacher support these actions/behaviors? 

iii. What suggestions for supporting independence do you find by revisiting: 

i. reading of familiar books 

ii. the orientation and first reading of the new book 

iii. the reading of the running record book 

iv. the act of self-correcting (see p. 41) 

 

iv. What demonstrations of independence do you expect at discontinuing?  Why is this so 

important? 

 


