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• Connections to RR and Context:   Teaching 
and Learning

• “Inspiring Meaningful Learning” through 
Lesson Design

• Designing Meaningful Lessons in a Grade 1 
classroom

• Questions and Answers 



Introduction: 
Situating 
Myself  in 

this Session

• Brenda Stein Dzaldov, OCT, HBSc, MEd, PhD

• Wife/Mom to 3 adult kids

• Author at Pembroke Publishers (and previously at Nelson)

• Instructor and Faculty Advisor at OISE/University of 
Toronto 

• Winner of the Excellence in Teacher Education Award at 
OISE/UT (2018-19)

• Classroom Teacher/Reading Recovery Teacher/Literacy 
Teacher/Special Educator for 20+ years (in both public 
and private schools)

• Private school Principal for 6 years

• Educational Consultant 

• Avid reader of historical fiction and podcast listener 



Language and 
Empathy in 
this Session

My goal is to use ”people-first” language; 
please feel free to point out if I am not 
doing so (e.g. don’t assume that I am 
using words purposely to imply 
advantage/disadvantage/lack of 
empathy/marginalization)

Each of us comes from a different place, 
with different backgrounds, experiences 
and understandings; if I have not 
included a perspective, please help me 
do so



“When I was a student, I 
used to try to learn the 
way teachers taught, 
but now I teach the way 
students learn.”
-Emma, first year Grade 
6 teacher

“If children are apparently 
unable to learn, we should 
assume that we have not as 
yet found the right way to 
teach them.” – Marie Clay



Teaching 🔄 Learning



Teaching & Learning

• Teaching is shaped/guided/judged by its impact 
on learning

• Learning is defined as a relatively permanent 
change in behaviour or knowledge as a result of 
experience (Dr. Steven Katz, 2013)

• True (classroom) learning depends on many 
factors

• Brainstorm together in groups of 2-3 

What are some of the factors?  



Some Influences on Learning

• Teacher knowledge about content and curriculum

• Teacher knowledge about assessment 

• Quality of instruction (pedagogy)

• Broad and deep knowledge of subject matter

• Student motivation and engagement

• Teacher-student rapport

• Developmental readiness of students

• Learning conditions/environments



Think about your 
favourite teachers, in 

classrooms where 
you learned a lot!  In 
my experience, It all 

comes down to 
designing lessons 
that incorporate… 

(page 11)

Model is based on Shulman, L. (1986)



Inspiring 
Meaningful 
Learning, 

2018

The book arose out of my 
experiences in early 
learning classrooms (K-2), 
watching how the most 
basic understandings 
about engaging students in 
meaningful literacy 
learning were lacking in 
many environments.  

Inspiring Meaning 
Learning: 
• Share the stage
• Share the choosing of 

texts (big definition)
• Share the secret (of 

learning)
• Share the importance
• Share talk
• Share the world



Inspired by The Work of Marie Clay
“Reading and writing are 
complex problem-solving 
processes.  When children 
read and write, they pick 
up and use information 
from a variety of sources, 
work on it, make a 
decision, and evaluate 
the response in a 
continuous cycle of 
learning”.   
(readingrecovery.org)

“Having clear descriptions of 
the day-to-day teaching and 
the sequential progression of 
the school’s programme will 
help the early intervention 
teacher to make better 
decisions…” (LL, page 29)

“These things are 
taken for granted:  
The first is that the 
child will be part 
of an ongoing 
classroom 
programme while 
he receives this 
extra tuition.” (LL, 
p. 30)

I

It is easy to tell, but hard 
to reveal (Clay, 1998, p. 71).  
Teaching is not telling” 
(2001)



The Power of 
Lessons in 
Reading 
Recovery 



The Power of 
Lessons in 
Reading 
Recovery

• Structure

• Rapport

• Knowing the student and valuing what the 
student knows; building on strengths

• Knowing and choosing the right texts

• Teaching with authentic, meaningful, 
continuous text

• Input and Modelling (e.g. the book 
introduction)

• Scaffolding learning and teaching for 
independence

• Powerful prompting and questioning; 
praise points and teaching points (that 
echo across the lesson)

• Closure



Let’s picture a Grade one 
classroom! 

• Based on what we know and 
teaching and learning, what are 
some of the elements we need 
to be aware of (+/-) when 
designing meaningful classroom
lessons?

What to do?  What not to do?  



Access to the proper 
resources (texts, literacy 

boxes, personal and 
classroom word walls, 
errorless surfaces for 

writing, etc.)

Ongoing assessment 
that guides instruction

A kind and supportive 
classroom, built on 

student strengths and a 
focus on explicit 
teaching, guided 

practice and 
independent problem 

solving

Checks for 
understanding:  Praise, 

then teach or work from 
student strengths



Maximizing Literacy Learning 
in the Early Years Classroom 
through Lesson Design 
(and handouts!)

✓ Link to handouts

✓ Welcoming students into learning

✓ Sharing learning goals and success criteria

✓ Presenting input and modelling

✓ Ensuring guided and independent practice

✓ Checking for understanding

✓ Closure

(Based on Madeline Hunter, Instructional Theory into 
Practice)

http://www.pembrokepublishers.com/data/tools/Inspiring Meaningful Learning Sampler.pdf


Welcoming Students into Learning

What works in Reading Recovery? Inspiring Meaningful Learning in the Mainstream 
Classroom  

Connecting with students:  A conversation while walking 
down the hall to the lesson; welcoming the student into 
the lesson

Connecting with students:  At the beginning of the 
lesson/day, share a greeting, eye contact, a personal 
connection (short conversation)

Hook:  Activating prior knowledge before new teaching
• Familiar reading on interesting topics
• A chance to practice easy text
• Choice

Hook:  Activating prior knowledge before new teaching
• A quick review of what was learned in the last class 
• A chance to interact with concepts previously taught
• An activity to spark interest/curiosity



Ensuring Guided and Independent Practice

What works in Reading Recovery? Inspiring Meaningful Learning in the Mainstream 
Classroom.  

Independent reading from the child’s book bin Independent reading choices tailored/and available to 
the children

Daily guided practice during the first read of the new 
book and during writing, focused on processing of 
continuous text

Daily guided practice in small, homogeneous groups 
during the first read of a new book and during writing, 
focused on processing of continuous text

Book introductions that take into account current 
assessment information

Text introductions that take into account current 
assessment information

Teacher-student conversations during guided practice Teacher-student or student-student conversations 
during guided practice



Checking for Understanding

What works in Reading Recovery?  Inspiring Meaningful Learning in the mainstream 
classroom 

Assessment for learning / as learning Assessment for learning / as learning

Careful observation of student learning in reading and 
writing

Ongoing observation of student learning in small 
groups and 1:1 (when necessary)

Working from the known:  Praise, then teach Descriptive feedback, focusing on student strengths, 
then next steps

Conversations with the child in and around lessons
• Cooperative tone (e.g. in writing, p. 41, LL2)
• Prompts that support independence

Conversations and dialogic prompts (Johnston, 2011) 
that support thinking
• Tell me more
• I’d like to add on to that idea
• I wonder if…
• How did you know? 



Questions 
and Answers
bdzaldovphd@

gmail.com


