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Who are we?
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Delphia S. Smith, Ph.D. 

• B.Ed University of the Bahamas 
(formerly the College of the 
Bahamas)

• M.Sc. Florida International 
University

• Ph.D. University of North 
Carolina at Charlotte

• Nine years of K-6 teaching

• Assistant Professor of Elementary 
Reading at the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette

Mrs. Dawn Williams, M.Ed. 

• B.S. Louisiana State 
University

• M.Ed. Northwestern State 
University

• 16 years as a K-5 teacher in 
Louisiana

• Instructor and Assistant 
Department Head of 
Curriculum and Instruction 
at the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette
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Agenda

• Comprehension: Think-Pair-Share

• Comprehension: What is it? What are the levels of 
thinking in comprehension?

• Prereading, During, and Postreading Strategies: What 
are they? Why are they important?

• Prereading Strategies: 

– Purposes 

–Take 5 Tips

–Activities

–Prereading Activity: Character Quotes

Agenda

• During Reading Strategies: 

– Purposes 

– Take 5 Tips

– Activities

– During Reading Activity: Character Web 

• Postreading Strategies: 

– Purposes 

– Take 5 Tips

– Activities

– Postreading Activity: Sketch to Stretch

• Conclusion/Recap
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Think-Pair-Share

• What is comprehension? Think about it for a few minutes.

• Turn to a partner.

• Share your definition of comprehension with your partner.

Comprehension: What is it?

• Comprehension is the goal of reading.

• It is the reason why people read.

• It is a creative, multifaceted thinking process in which students 

engage with the text.



4/5/2019

5

• Comprehension involves different levels of 
thinking:

• Literal comprehension: most basic level where 
readers pick out the main ideas, sequence details, 
notice similarities and differences, and identify 
explicitly stated reasons.

• Inferential comprehension: readers use clues in text, 
implied information, and their background knowledge 
to draw inferences; they make predictions, recognize 
cause and effect, and determine author’s purpose. 

• Critical comprehension: readers analyze symbolic 
meanings, distinguish fact from opinion, and draw 
conclusions.

• Evaluative comprehension: readers judge the value of 
a text using generally accepted criteria and personal 
standards. They detect bias, identify faulty reasoning, 
determine effectiveness of persuasive techniques, and 
assess the quality of a text. 

Prereading, During and Post Reading Strategies

What are they?

• Used to facilitate the learning of 

comprehension skills in students.

• Link together before, during, and 

after the reading process, teaching 

readers:

– how to find meaning in the text.

– Use problem solving strategies 

when they don’t understand a part 

of the text. 

Why are they important?

• The ultimate goal of reading is to 

understand what is being read. 

• Readers, especially those with poor 

comprehension skills or struggling 

readers, need to be taught the skills 

of how to process text in a way that 

may identify important information 

needed to understand it. 
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Prereading Strategies: Purposes

• Activate and build background knowledge 

• Develop language

• Set purposes for reading

• Promote personal responses

• Arouse curiosity and motivate students to 

read

Prereading Activities: Take 5 Tips

• Select activities appropriate for students, your 

purposes, and the literature. 

• Opportunities for collaboration activities provide and 

ensure equity of participation.

• Honor diverse responses and ensure no voice is 

silenced.

• Encourage elaboration of ideas and expansion on the 

comments of peers.

• Use only as many activities necessary to achieve your 

goals (one or two are sufficient because more time 

should be spent on reading than preparing to read). 
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Prereading Activities

Prereading Activity: Character Quotes  

• Form groups of 3-4.

• Study the quote and write all of the adjectives that describe the character 

on chart paper.

• Group representative will read the quote while displaying the list of 

adjectives. Audience will listen carefully and focus on whether they 

think the adjectives fit the quote. 
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During Reading Strategies: Purposes

• Deepen comprehension

• Promote personal responses

• Prompt use of comprehension strategies

• Enhance awareness and use of text structures

• Focus attention on language

• Facilitate thinking about characters, events, 

themes, and big ideas

• Foster collaborative building of interpretations

During Reading Activities: Take 5 Tips

• Select activities appropriate for students, your 

purposes, and the literature. 

• Use activities to prompt thinking, talking, and 

responding to literature.

• Ensure students have opportunities to hear diverse 

perspectives about the text or literature by employing a 

variety of strategies over time. 

• Use an activity more than once during reading to 

heighten the readers’ awareness of their developing 

understandings and perspectives.

• Have readers record their responses, if appropriate, to 

revisit after reading and use as notes for writing. 
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During Reading Activities

During Reading Activity: Character Web
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Postreading Strategies: Purposes

• Encourage personal responses

• Stimulate thinking about text ideas

• Identify what is meaningful

• Promote reflection

• Facilitate organization, analysis, and 
synthesis of text ideas

• Share and build interpretations 

• Prompt connections
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Postreading Activities: Take 5 Tips

• Select activities appropriate for students, your 

purposes, and the literature. 

• Ensure literature is central to activities. Provide 
readers opportunities and reasons to return to 

the literature.

• Focus on thinking and meaning making. 

• Provide opportunities for choice.

• Encourage creative, divergent thinking sparked 

or supported by the literature. 

Postreading Activities
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Postreading Activity: Sketch to Stretch 

Conclusion/Recap

• Using these strategies, along with incorporating activities throughout the 

reading process, helps to ensure readers are understanding what they are 

reading.

• Metacognitive skills being taught in prereading, during and post reading 

strategies and activities help students become lifelong learners as they 

will be able to determine the meaning from varied texts, using various 

problem solving skills taught to them. 
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