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Read All About It 

New Training 
Facility in 
Dauphin, MB 

Mountain View Reading 
Recovery training centre 
moves into a new ‘home’ 

 

 “She just 
blossomed!” 

Reading Recovery 
makes a dramatic 
difference in one child’s 
school experience - in 
just a few weeks 

“You told me 
I could do it and 
you were right!” 

 

Research KPMG Study Examines 
Return on Investment 
in Early Literacy All smiles! Reading Recovery Student Adam 

Wells with his teacher Lana Maingot, of 
John M James Public School, Kawartha 

Pine Ridge District School Board 

Mountain View School Division Opens New Reading Recovery 
Training Centre at Smith-Jackson Elementary School 

On April 4th Reading Recovery Teacher Leader Tracy Genik and CIRR 
Trainer, Allyson Matczuk welcomed experienced and brand new 
Reading Recovery teachers to the official opening of a new training 
centre in Dauphin, Manitoba. School Principal, Paul Trochanowski is 
pleased to have the new RR teacher training facility at Smith-Jackson 
and pointed out that the centre will benefit not only the students in his 
school but many more across the region.  
Kim Currie, was one of the first teachers in the Division to get Reading 
Recovery training, back when the centre was housed in a secondary 
school.  Reading Recovery is offered at almost every school in 
Mountain View Division. 

 
Bowmanville Grade One Student is Proud 

of His Success in Reading 
 
 
Adam Wells - grade one student at John M James  
Public School – loves to read, especially if he can 
read a story to someone. But the school year did not 
start well. His mother wrote, “I could see he was 
struggling, but I thought that with perseverance we 
could do it and the reading would start to come to 
him but it didn’t. He hated reading. He cried and, 
when he tried and words wouldn’t come, I could 
see him well up and start to fidget.”   
Adam’s concerned parents were relieved when 
Reading Recovery teacher Lana Maingot, 
contacted them about bringing Adam into Reading 
Recovery lessons.   
The change in Adam’s attitude and interest in 
school was immediate and encouraging. His mother 
describes what she saw,” My husband and I noticed 
a positive effect on Adam very early into the 
program. Adam told me that he enjoyed his lessons 
and I noticed that he was not only becoming more 
comfortable with his reading but in other areas as 
well. I remember him saying, ‘You told me I could 
do it and you were right, Mommy.’ The boy who 
cried ‘You know I hate to read!’ is now proud of his 
reading.” 

“My little boy dramatically 
improved his reading & 
writing within a few short 
weeks.”  

       Zillah Wells, Adam’s mother 

Adam’s mother enjoyed observing lessons and was very impressed as she watched teacher, 
Lana Maingot, skillfully and quickly guide her son as he became an increasingly effective 
reader and writer. “I truly believe this experience had a positive effect on his attitude 
towards school. He has demonstrated to himself that he can be successful at 
something he thought was difficult at first.” 
An important lesson, and one that will last well beyond grade one. 

LITERATE BEGINNINGS, LITERATE LIVES  
THE CANADIAN NATIONAL READING RECOVERY & EARLY LITERACY CONFERENCE 

                              FEBRUARY 13 -14th, 2014   
                  Sheraton Parkway Toronto North 

           www.readingrecoverycanada.ca SAVE THE DATE 

Edmonton Reading 
Recovery teacher 
trainee amazed by 
her student’s rapid 
progress 

Travis - then 
…and now! 

Dufferin Peel Catholic 
parent says her son 
learned more than just 
reading from Reading 
Recovery lessons 



 

 
2 

  

 

Canadian Institute of Reading Recovery Newsletter Spring 2013 

MAKE A TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATION NOW  
AND HELP THE CIRR HELP MORE CHILDREN!  
SEND A CHEQUE TO: Canadian Institute of Reading Recovery  

           660 Eglinton Ave E, 119-402,  
Toronto, ON M4G 2K2  

OR DONATE ONLINE at CANADA HELPS 
www.canadahelps.org 

cirr@rrcanada.org               www.readingrecoverycanada.ca 

Charitable Organization Registration # 139744973RR0001  

The long term costs of literacy difficulties 

KPMG UK conducted an in depth study into the 
economic and societal costs associated with literacy 
difficulties.  
Looking at four areas, the study assessed the costs to 
society over time in: education, health, income and 
criminal activity, the report concludes that effective 
early literacy intervention can produce a large return 
on investment. For full details find the report at:  

       www.kpmg.co.uk/pubs/ECR2006.pdf 

My colleagues Sean Colling, 
Craig Hughson and I, have 
been privileged to work with a 
group of training teachers this 
year and have witnessed their growth, just as they have watched the 
growth in their students. Sylvana, frequently challenged & questioned, 
which is encouraged. As the year progressed, the nature of the 
challenges and questions began to change, and at the end of one 
session she observed, "We need more time to really dig into this. 
Could we have an extra session?" 
At the beginning of the year, Sylvana shared with her training group, 
that one of her biggest shifts was focusing on what her student Rayna 
could do, rather than what she could not. Gradually change began 
to take place. She described how Rayna went from being frustrated 
and reluctant, to loving reading. “She just blossomed! She has grown 
to have a passion for books, often cackling with delight as she reads 
amusing stories!  Rayna has determination and a willingness to work 
at reading. She takes initiative and has become an active learner.” 
This change has been reflected in the classroom and at home as 
well. Her classroom teacher noted her positive outlook, saying, “Now 
Rayna feels like she is a reader. She is able to keep up with the other 
kids in the classroom.”  Her mother has noticed Rayna is excited to 
read to her at home and, Rayna is happy to go to school every day. 
These changes cannot be measured in accuracy rates or book levels. 
They are captured in the effects Reading Recovery can have, one 
teacher and one child at a time.  

Marian Thompson, Reading Recovery Teacher Leader, Edmonton 

Marian Thompson, Rayna & Sylvana   

Edmonton Public School 
Reading Recovery Teacher 

Sees Student Blossom 

At the CIRR 20th Anniversary Reception, February 28, 
2013, several individuals were presented with the CIRR Legacy 
Award for their outstanding contribution to the establishment 

and growth of Reading Recovery in Canada.  
From left: Val Overgaard, Vancouver; Bill Hogarth, York Region; 

Jeanette McCrie, Whitehorse; Ferg Reid, Scarborough – Pam Jones 
presenting award. (Not in photos- Erika Kreis, Winnipeg) 

As both a teacher of Reading Recovery, and the parent of a 
child who went through the Reading Recovery Program, I have 
a unique perspective. 
My son Travis graduated Grade12 last June (2012). In Grade 8, 
he received the award for Perseverance at his Elementary 
School and in Grade 1 he successfully completed the Reading 
Recovery Program.  A coincidence?  I don't think so.  I believe 
that the later two accomplishments, hinged on the success he 
experienced through the Reading Recovery Program. 
He had difficulty with the reading and writing process when he 
began Grade 1.  In early spring of that year, he was accepted into 
the Reading Recovery Program at his school.  What a blessing! 
He enjoyed the Program, and the stories he was able read and 
write. I know the success a child can feel when they learn to 
read and write.  There is no better feeling than to celebrate this 
success with a child!  

Eva DeSouza, Travis’s Mom 

 
Dufferin Peel Catholic 
Parent Reflects on the 
Accomplishments of 

Her Son Travis 


