
Welcome to play-based 
literacy workshop
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Play-based literacy
Let’s put the fun back into our stories



Play is
● Open ended
● Inclusive
● Supports learning
● Fun
● Spontaneous
● Exploratory
● Self chosen
● Process focused



Literacy includes;
● Skills such as listening, 

speaking and 
comprehension. 

● Reading and writing.
● Expressing our ideas in 

various ways.
● Exploring literature and 

other forms of print.
● Storytelling and 

expression of their own 
ideas. 

● Phonetic awareness 
and experimenting with 
language. 



   
Combining play and literacy allows us to create an opportunity for a deeper 

connection with what the children are reading. It allows the children to explore 
new vocabulary and have a rich print environment. It provides exploration with 

ideas, language, imagination and problem solving. 

Play Literacy



Let’s think...

If we know that children are 
naturally and instinctively 
inclined to play, is there a 
way to utilize this to 
facilitate their love of 
reading and deepen their 
connection to words, print 
and language?





Places we can start

There are many ways you can 
approach using  play based 
learning in your programs and 
today we are going to approach it 
using the starting point of story 
books.



Is there a way that we 
can create stories that 
come alive for the 
children? 
A way that words, ideas 
and letters take actual 
shape and become 
something other than 
memorization.

    



      

The answer is 
yes!      



   

There are many approaches 
you can use to adding play 

into your literacy or 
numeracy curriculum. 
Today we are going to 

interact and unfold with just 
one of those ideas. 

We are using children’s 
stories as our place to start.     

  

Add a bed to the 
dramatic play area.

Add costumes of 
the people who visit 
him.

Write the song out 
in the room and 
add instruments.

Have a puppy 
visit.

Add a puppy to 
the play areas.

Have the 
children draw 
things they 
want.



Select a 
story that the 

children 
love.

Starting point



                 OBSERVE
Start with Observing what kinds of stories 
the children are drawn to.

● Do they have a story they want to read 
over and over?

● Are there certain stories that they 
want to share their thought with you 
about?

Or
● A story that they say the words with 

you, participate or seem to make them 
smile.

Start with one of those!



Observe 
And
Pick a story

Mind dump all of 
your ideas related 
to the story and 
literacy skills.

Selected the 
ideas that you 
can implement.

Reflection



★ Adding interactive materials 
related to the story to 
different play areas in the 
room.
 This might look like a 
storybook provocation, it may 
be loose parts related to the 
story that allows the children 
to experiment with new ideas, 
open-ended art experiences 
or parts of the story in the 
sandtable.

Ways of making the story come alive in the room!



★ Add props to act out characters or the story lines. Use the children’s 
ideas for what materials they will need for this. This encourages use of 
language, increases vocabulary and a fun way to practice storytelling.



★ Consider use of 
writing 
materials 
during story 
time so they 
can draw what 
they see in their 
minds,  what 
they hear and 
ideas that come 
to them during 
the story.



★ Use printed words, 
sentences or catchy 
phrases from the 
book, around the 
room and in their 
play. 

★ Ask the children if 
any words in the 
book sounds 
interesting or funny. 

★ Extensions of the 
story book with 
poems, dances, 
songs or rhymes 
that are placed 
around the room.



Mind Dump time
At your table you will find a large sheet of paper, markers and a book 
or two.
Use the books to inspire mind dump ideas for play based literacy 
experiences.

No ideas are wrong or too crazy.

Don’t filter your ideas yet.

Where in your class can you provide opportunity for them to practice 
in their play?

 



Let’s share
● How did that feel?

● Were you able to 
generate ideas and 
build off of each 
other?

● Would you be able to 
use this to extend on 
your literacy 
curriculum?



Thank you for attending the play-based 
literacy workshop.
I would love to hear any of your ideas or see 
your collaborations. 
Feel free to email me at the address below.

Jackie Cunningham

developmentcoachingmanitoba@gmail.com


