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“And how are the children?”

-Traditional Masai Greeting



– There is nothing in a caterpillar 

– that tells you it's going to be a 

– butterfly.      – R. Buckminster Fuller

–

There is nothing in a caterpillar
that tells you it's going to be a
butterfly.

– R. Buckminster Fuller



When and Why



Assessment begins with what children know; 
the evidence for what they know is in what 
they can do. (Fountas and Pinnell, 1996, p. 73)



Theory of Language

– Based on constructivist learning theory

– Older and more experienced members of a community 

teach younger and less experienced members the skills, 

values, and knowledge needed to be productive members 

of that community.



Signals

– Words are primary signals:  a word is 

nothing more than a word

– Adults engage children in a secondary 

signal system:  words represent objects and 

ideas.



– Social speech

–Private speech

– Inner speech



– Children’s intellectual development is 

crucial to language development.

– Inner speech = thinking in pure 

meanings and links the thought of the 

individual to the social world.



Development of inner speech allows 

children to be able to express their 

thoughts coherently to others.



Thought Language

Socio-cultural context 
with more 
knowledgeable others

Age 3



– Development of inner speech allows children to 

be able to express their thoughts coherently to 

others.



– Montessori  is particularly in favor of teaching 

reading and writing at an earlier age. In the course 

of game situations, generally through preparatory 

exercises, all the children in her kindergartens in 

Italy begin to write at four and can read as well as 

first-graders at age five.

– L Vygotsky 1934



– The third point that we are trying to advance as a practical 

conclusion is the requirement that writing be taught 

naturally. In this respect, Montessori has done a great deal. 

– She has shown that the motor aspect of this activity can 

indeed be engaged in in the course of children’s play, and 

that writing should be “cultivated” rather than “imposed.” 

She offers a well-motivated approach to the development 

of writing





The readiness myth

All children are ready to learn more 

than they already know.



Collaborative, Cohesive 

Community





Informed Consumerism



READING



Any book that helps a child to form a                           

habit of reading, to make reading one of his deep and 

continuing needs, is good for him.

-Maya Angelou



–“I define reading as a message-

getting and writing as a message-

sending, problem solving activity 

that increases in power and 

flexibility the more it is practised.” 

– Marie M. Clay, 1966



Research in Favour of 

Repeated Read Alouds

– reading aloud affects vocabulary development 

– Acquisition of literary syntax and vocabulary story recall  

and sensitivity to the linguistic and organizational 

structures of narrative and informational text make gains in 

expressive language even when the duration of story 

reading interventions are short.



Support : Regie Routman 

(2003)

– Demonstration

– Shared Demonstration

– Guided practice

– Independent



According to research…

– Effective readers quickly begin to infer story problems 

However, 

– problems present challenges for young children

– They are often not directly stated in the text 

– young children are relatively insensitive to problems and goals 

compared to characters and actions Young children are not 

likely to focus on the story problem, 



However …

– Modest relationship between the frequency and quality of 
parent-child read-alouds during preschool and later first-
grade reading achievement. 

– Negative relationship between the amount of time 
teachers spend reading aloud in kindergarten and      
children's decoding skills

– Merely reading books aloud is not sufficient for 
accelerating children's oral vocabulary development and 
listening comprehension. 

– The way books are shared with children matters



– The most effective read-alouds are those in which children 

are actively involved asking and answering questions and 

making predictions rather than passively listening

(Dickinson, 2001).



Increasing comprehension 

and language development 

– invite preschoolers and kindergartners to retell or dramatize 
stories

– read several books on a similar topic and inviting children to 
play with objects related to the concepts or characters 
introduced in these books 

– read a book repeatedly 

– insert short definitions for some words while reading aloud 
and 

– encourage children to use these same words when they 
answer questions, discuss book events

– describe illustrations



Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? 
(Martin, 1967) 

Over in the Meadow (Wadsworth, 1992) 

– Predictable books have a role in preschool and 
kindergarten literacy programs, 

– Sophisticated picture books play an additional role of 
expanding vocabulary and enhancing oral comprehension.



Sophisticated text

– Sophisticated picture books include, for example, stories in 

which

– readers must infer characters' motivations and thoughts 

and connect them to actions (i.e., causes and effects).

Henny Penny (Galdone, 1968), 

Owl Moon (Yolen, 1987).



Introductions to stories

– Three- or four-sentence 

introduction 

– Explicitly state or strongly imply 

the main problem of the story. 

First reading of the story



For Henny Penny we might say,

In this story you are going to meet a silly, foolish 

hen who makes a big mistake. She thinks a 

catastrophe, a really bad disaster, is about to 

happen and runs to tell the king about it. A lot of 

her friends believe her mistake, and they all get in 

trouble because they are so silly.



As we show these pages we 

complete the book introduction:

– Here is Henny Penny running to tell 

the king about the catastrophe. But 

I have to warn you, she never 

makes it to the castle. Let's find out 

what happens to her on the way to 

tell the king about the catastrophe.



During the first reading

– use expression, gestures and dramatic 

pauses, variations in the pace of reading

– plenty of eye contact. 



Vocabulary

– Use vocabulary of the story

– Insert a short phrase or sentence that defines or 
explains a word

"Feast, that's a really big dinner."

– Point to salient parts of the illustration that help 
clarify a word or phrase meaning, 

– use dramatic gestures, 

Demonstrate the meaning of shrugged by 
shrugging shoulders as we read.



– Use voice, 

making clear the fox's voice

making clear the fox's sly intentions by 

reading the text with a droll voice.

– Vary the pacing with which we read words or 

phrases, 

Read more quickly what Henny Penny 

says to demonstrate her foolish rush.

– It only takes a few moments to plan how to 

support children's understanding of each word



During the second reading

– have children identify book parts such as 

– The front and back cover or top and bottom of 

the page, 

– tell what the author or illustrator does, or 

– Discuss the dedication page. 



Second interactive read-

aloud
• remind children that they have read this book before and 

that they will remember some of the story and things from 
the book;

• verbally define more words.

• continue modeling analytic comments, but we ask more 
frequent questions that help children make additional 
inferences.

• focus on the other characters' motivations or thoughts

• end second reads by asking another explanation question.



– https://youtu.be/ZoaqX_-J-fs



Third interactive read-aloud

Introduction Acknowledge children are familiar with the 
story and the characters by asking some 
questions

Cover Illustration “What details on the cover are important 
for the story?”

“What is the problem?”



– What's happening here?“

– "Do you remember what will happen next?"

– continue to insert verbal explanations of words, point to 

illustrations, and make dramatic motions.

– extend some word knowledge

– Connect meanings to a familiar context but not one 

included in the story



Writing



Emergent Writing

1. the manual act of producing physical marks (i.e., 

mechanics),

2. the meanings children attribute to these markings (i.e., 

composition)

3. understandings about how written language works (i.e., 

orthographic knowledge)



1920’s and 1930’s

Vygotsky, Montessori, and others 

agreed that children should be 

involved in writing by age 3. 



– Writing should be meaningful for children,

– An intrinsic need should be aroused in them, 

– That writing should be incorporated into a task that is 

necessary and relevant for life. 

– Only then can we be certain that it will develop not as a 

matter of hand and finger habits but as a really new and 

complex form of speech



The child dictates a story

Writing down what a child says is a

simple but effective way to model 

many important aspects of written 

language. 



Keep the dictated sentences short

Use your best handwriting



, 

• When you're done writing, encourage 
your child to re-read the sentences 

along with you.

• These dictated sentences may be 
among the very first things your 

young writer reads all by herself. 



Shared writing

– Writing with a child or small group of children

– Authentic purpose (explanation for the parents)

– Teacher is mostly in control of the scribing

– Let a child contribute whenever you know they 
can

– Think out loud

– Teacher will read message back but don’t be 
surprised if the children join in. 



Shared Writing Research 

– 3 year old children

– 3 groups:  shared writing; joint reading; 

control group



Shared Writing

Significantly outperformed other two 

groups on

– phonological awareness, 

– word writing, 

– orthographic awareness, 

– and letter knowledge



Children as young as 3–4 years gained 

from literacy programs as much as did 

older children, aged 4–5, on all the 

measures assessed in our program.





Teaching...can be 
likened to a 
conversation in which 
you listen to the 
speaker carefully 
before you reply. 

Marie Clay



1. Reading and writing are complex problem solving processes.  

2. Reading and writing are reciprocal and interrelated processes.

3. Literacy learning involves reading and writing continuous text.

4. Literacy learning involves continuous change over time.

5. Children construct their own understandings.

6. Children come to literacy learning with varying knowledge.

7. Children take different paths to literacy learning.

8. Building on strengths makes it easy for children to learn.

9. Learners extend their own learning.



Expert Teachers

– Provide feedback that is 

constructive, targeted, 

and positive

– Maintain consistent 

support, expectations, 

and limits

– Continue to take 

responsibility for their 

learning



Expert Teachers

– High expectations

– Positive mind-set and 
belief in their ability to 
teach

– Establish trusting 
relationships

– Show genuine interest in 
children

– Engage in personalized 
conversations and listen



Important foundational 

learning through this simple 

reading and writing

Directional movement matters!
– It must be modeled (with very few words)

– It must be monitored

– It must be faultless



Orientation of letters 

matters

– x                   k                  y

– h                   n                 r

– b                  d                  p                    q



Sequence of letter and words 

matters

Names …….

er vi Ol

Oliver

Here Oliver is today!

Oliver is here today!







Learning more about reading and 

writing every time they participate 

in reading and write
– Learning how to learn

– Learning how to:

– Try and test solutions

– Self monitor reading and writing

– Search for, find, and use more information in text

– Self correct errors



Literacy is sustainable development.

-Kofi Annan



Engaging these learners



Knowing how to write helps

– Story telling and story writing helps to understand 
stories that are read

– Left to right

– Word by word 

– and letter by letter

– How words work

– Phonemic Awareness

– Building a writing vocabulary



Celebrate Each Child and 

their Stories



"If what you're doing isn't working, try something else!" 

– National Labour Party adage



Television, videos, audio books 
and computer programs will 
never provide the quality of 
experience that a person 
reading to a child will.  

In fact, they may have a 
negative effect on literacy 
development.



If  children are apparently unable to 

read it is because we have not, as yet, 

found the right way to teach them.

-Dame Marie Clay



There is no such thing as a child who 

hates to read; there are only children who 

have not found the right book.

-

Frank Serafini



“All the children are well.”

allyson.matczuk@gov.mb.ca


